A newly developed therapeutic surgical and cardiac intensive care monitor.
A computerized intensive care monitor patterned after a clinical system operating at the University of Alabama has been developed. The system, which has been operating in an intensive care unit since February 1973, is equipped with conventional bedside biomedical instrumentation, special-purpose devices, and keyboard/display terminals interfaced with a minicomputer. Measurement of vital parameters as well as the automatic infusion of blood controlled by the computer in a closed loop feedback mode is available. Communication with the computer via the bedside terminals permits the display and retrieval of clinical data, entry of blood gas measurements and pressure limits for blood infusion, the revision of measurement status, and the control of the computer in measuring cardiac output. The administration of blood and intravenous fluid may be achieved under computer or manual option.